early 1970s, Eugene Balon came to the Zoology Department at the University of Guelph. Eugene recognized that the time was ripe to break away from the relatively broad form of scientific communication to one that was more specialized and directed. In particular, he recognized that there was a great opportunity to develop a new journal that focused on the biology of fishes, an area in which the University of Guelph, and Canada in general, were world leaders.
Eugene approached the publishing house of Dr W. Junk to ascertain whether it was interested in supporting a new journal that would be based solely on fishes. Fortunately that publishing house felt that this was an excellent idea. He then solicited ideas from a number of biologists regarding the possible content, structure and format of the journal. Knowing that Bill Beamish and I were keen that fish biologists should have access to a journal that provided a forum for publishing papers that related any aspect of the biology of fishes to the environment (e.g. Beamish 1979; Potter et al. 1979) , Eugene asked us to suggest an appropriate title. I remember relaxing with Bill, after one of our regular games of squash, and for us coming up with the title Environmental Biology of Fishes. Eugene and Dr W. Junk accepted the title and this led to the selection of members of an Editorial Board that were particularly sympathetic to the aims of the new journal. I am delighted to have been associated for so many years with a journal that continues to fulfil such an important need for numerous fish biologists throughout the world.
I have continued to study lampreys and environmental aspects of the biology of fishes in Australia (Potter and Hyndes 1999; Potter and Gill 2003) (Fig. 1) . Bill left Canada after a distinguished career and moved to a professorship at Burapha University in Thailand (Fig. 2) , where he too continues to pursue his teaching and research on fishes (Beamish et al. 2006) . David Noakes has provided a detailed consideration of the origin and development of Environmental Biology of Fishes in a separate Editorial (Noakes 2009 ). 
